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Dec 2022
Purpose
This annual statement will be generated each year in December in accordance with the requirements of The Health and Social Care Act 2008 Code of Practice on the prevention and control of infections and related guidance. It summarises:
Any infection transmission incidents and any action taken (these will have been reported in accordance with our Significant Event procedure)
Details of any infection control audits undertaken and actions undertaken
Details of any risk assessments undertaken for prevention and control of infection
Details of staff training
Any review and update of policies, procedures and guidelines

Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) Lead
Mark Little, Cathy Reynolds, and Donna Matthews work together as the IPC leads
Cathy Reynolds has undertaken regular training and updates on IPC  keeping up to date on current infection prevention practice.

We aim to keep our surgery clean and tidy and offer a safe environment to our patients and staff and endeavour to keep it clean and well maintained at all times.
If you have any concerns about cleanliness or infection control, please report these to
our reception staff.
Our GPs and nursing staff follow our Infection Control Policy to ensure the care we deliver and the equipment we use is safe.
We take additional measures to ensure we maintain the highest standards:
· Encourage staff and patients to raise any issues or report any incidents relating to
cleanliness and infection control.  We can discuss these and identify improvements we can make to avoid any future problems.
· Carry out an annual infection control audit to make sure our infection control procedures are working.
· Provide annual staff updates and training on cleanliness and infection control- 
· Review our policies and procedures to make sure they are adequate and meet national guidance.
· Maintain the premises and equipment to a high standard within the available financial resources and ensure that all reasonable steps are taken to reduce or remove all infection risk.
· Use washable or disposable materials for items such as couch rolls, modesty curtains, floor coverings, towels etc., and ensure that these are laundered, cleaned or changed frequently to minimise risk of infection.
· Make alcohol hand rub gel available throughout the building


Significant events
Infection transmission incidents (Significant Events) 
Significant events (which may involve examples of good practice as well as challenging events) are investigated in detail to see what can be learnt and to indicate changes that might lead to future improvements. All significant events are reviewed in the weekly clinical meetings. 
In the past year there have been no significant events raised that related to infection control.

Audits
Infection Prevention Audit and Actions 
An annual Infection Control Audit is undertaken in the Practice.  This is based on an audit tool provided by the IPC/CCG team.
The Annual Infection Prevention and Control audit was completed  in October 2022. As a result of audit completed throughout the year, the following areas have been changed. 
· Improved stock monitoring in rooms and storage 
· Systematic processes put in place for stock checking and ordering 
· De-cluttering in clinical rooms 
· Increased wall mounted glove and apron holders 
· Improved processes for cold chain monitoring including additional internal thermometers in fridges and stock audit  
· Swap to Nitrile gloves for treatment room duties (LVS) 
. 
Hand washing training is including in infection control training for all staff which is carried out every 2 years.
An audit on Minor Surgery was undertaken by Dr LOUISE ABSON (there has been very little minor surgery performed at the surgery in 2022 due to the Covid pandemic).
No infections were reported for patients who had had minor surgery at the Surgery.

Risk Assessments 
Risk assessments are carried out so that best practice can be established and then followed. The following risk assessments were carried out  
Legionella (Water) Risk Assessment: The practice has conducted/reviewed its water safety risk assessment to ensure that the water supply does not pose a risk to patients, visitors or staff. The last assessment was in August 2020 and is performed every 3 years.
Immunisation: As a practice we ensure that all of our staff are up to date with their Hepatitis B immunisations and offered any occupational health vaccinations applicable to their role (i.e. MMR, Seasonal Flu). We take part in the National Immunisation campaigns for patients and offer vaccinations in house and via home visits to our patient population.
Other examples of Infection Prevention and Control activities:
· Curtains: The NHS Cleaning Specifications state the curtains should be cleaned or if using disposable curtains, replaced every 6 months. To this effect we use disposable curtains and ensure they are changed every 6 months. The window blinds are very low risk and therefore do not require a particular cleaning regime other than regular vacuuming to prevent build-up of dust. Clinicians have been reminded to always remove gloves and clean hands after an examination and before touching the curtains. All curtains are regularly reviewed and changed if visibly soiled.

· Toys: we do not have these in the surgery due to infection control risk

· Cleaning specifications, frequencies, and cleanliness: We work with our cleaners to ensure that the surgery is kept as clean as possible. Bi-annual assessments of cleaning processes are conducted with our cleaning contractors to identify areas for improvement. we replaced the floor coverings downstairs in the surgery to render the cleaning process more robust.

· Hand washing sinks: The practice has clinical hand washing sinks in every room for staff to use. We have replaced our liquid soap with wall mounted soap dispensers to ensure cleanliness. We have a rolling premises programme of refurbishment to ensure that infection prevention and control standards are upheld.




Cleaning specifications
The cleaning staff work to structured cleaning schedules and the daily cleaning of the surgery is contracted to a company who follow national NHS guidance.  The public areas are cleaned every evening
CQC Report

Widcombe surgery received a good report following the inspection by the Care Quality Commission it was noted that there are good standards of hygiene and cleanliness and appropriate measures in place for maintaining these standards








